
will let you know when we are back broadcasting. 


Used Stamps: Fr. Paddy sends these to charities, & they are used to raise 
much needed funds.  If you have any, please drop them to the parochial house, 
or the Church Sacristy at any time.


Theology of the Arts. Does the Church Need Art?: One-week online summer 
school. Six lectures will examine current theological debate on beauty and the 
arts, and consider some of the challenges posed by a contemporary culture of 
image and sound to the Church’s traditional understanding of the function of 
sacred art. Led by Michael Dunleavy OP from 8-13 August and again from the 
22-27 August. Register for just €50 at www.prioryinstitute.com

The Lough Derg Pilgrim Path on the lough shore is now open daily.   The full route is a 
12km loop, with a shorter 8km option, and several information boards highlight features 
of particular interest.   Leaflets are available at the Visitors Centre. A guided walk 
experience will be offered on Sunday 25th and Saturday 31st July, with Mass outdoors, 
weather permitting.  Further dates for these guided walks will follow for late August and 
early September. For bookings and further information email info@loughderg.org or 
telephone 071 9861518. www.loughderg.org Pettigo, Co Donegal.  F94 N289  
 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje: Dublin direct to Mostar – 
Medjugorje (return via Split) 25th August - 1st September 
2021 - £599 STG 7 nights half board Accompanied by Fr 
John Mc Keever, PP, Keady & Derrynoose For more 
information on joining the group please contact: Martin or 
Lucia Cunningham 04827531847 or 00447926132847 

The Christian Heritage of our Diocese: To mark the feast day of St. 
James the Bishop commissioned 5 short videos to explore our own Christian heritage 
here in the Archdiocese.  The videos filmed at Altamuskin Mass rock; Ardboe Cross; St. 
Moninna’s Holy Well; Monasterboice High Cross and St. James Church and Holy Well in 
Cooley, help us to reflect on the strong historical underpinnings of the Christian faith 
here, to reflect on the journey of faith we each navigate and to explore how the lives we 
live influence the wider world around us. The videos were released last year running up 
to the feast of St. James on the 25th July and are available on the Diocesan Facebook 
page or via https://www.armaghprays.com/diocesanheritage  

Age Action operates a busy information service on older people's issues and 
services throughout Ireland. Trained information officers provide information or 
referrals to the appropriate organisations. The information service is open from 
9:30am-1:30pm & 2.30pm - 4pm Mon-Fri. (01)4756989 helpline@ageaction.ie  

Readings for 1st August (18th Sunday in Ordinary Time) 
Reading I: Exodus 16: 2-4,12-15               Reading II: Ephesians 4:17, 20-24  
Responsorial Psalm: 77:3-4, 23-25, 54          Gospel: John 6:24-35


Mullary Cemetery Draw: Winning #13 - Bernie Connor; Fr. Paddy Rushe 

                       Parish of Monasterboice 
(Mainistir Bhuithe) 

Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
25th July 2021 - Year B 

Parish Priest: Fr. Paddy Rushe; 086 880 7470  
                           monasterboiceparish2018@gmail.com 

Web: www.monasterboiceparish.com & We are also on Facebook & Twitter 

*********************************************************************

Grandparents Day PRAYER: I thank You, Lord, for the 
comfort of Your presence: even in times of loneliness, 
You are my hope and my confidence, You have been 
my rock and my fortress since my youth!  I thank 
You for having given me a family and for  having 
blessed me with a long life.  
I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty, for 
the dreams that have already come true in my life 
and for those that are still ahead of me. I thank You 
for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which You 
call me.  Increase, O Lord, my faith, make me a 
channel of your peace, teach me to embrace those who s u f f e r 
more than me, to never stop dreaming & tell of your wonders to new 
generations.  
Protect & guide Pope Francis and the Church, that the light of the Gospel 
might reach the ends of the earth. Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world,  
that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed, the poor consoled & wars ended. 
Sustain me in weakness & help me to live life fully in each moment that you 
give me, in the certainty that you’re with me, until the end of the age.  Amen. 

Continuing our reading of Pope Francis’ Message to older persons and 
grandparents especially, he says; “Recalling the words of Prophet Joel, “Your 
old men shall dream dreams, and your young men will have visions” (Joel 
3:1), Pope Francis said that the future of the world depends on the covenant 
between young and old because “who, if not the young, can take the dreams 
of the elderly and make them come true?” For this to happen, “it is necessary 
that we continue to dream,” said the Pope. “Our dreams of justice, of peace, 
of solidarity, can make it possible for our young people to have new 
visions; in this way, together, we can build the future.” 
Explaining further, the Pope said that “dreams are intertwined with memory.” 
The Pope then turned his thoughts to the painful memory of war and the 
importance of helping the young to learn the value of peace. He stressed that 
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those among the elderly that experienced the suffering of war must pass on 
the message because keeping memory alive and sharing it with others is a true 
mission for every elderly person. “Without memory, however, we will never be 
able to build; without a foundation, we can never build a house. Never. And the 
foundation of life is memory,” he said.


Finally, Pope Francis spoke on prayer, recalling 
Pope Benedict XVI’s words: “the prayer of the 
elderly can protect the world, helping it perhaps 
more effectively than the frenetic activity of many 
others.”

He reminded the elderly that their prayer is “a 
very precious resource; a deep breath that the 
Church and the world urgently need” that 
“inspires in everyone the serene trust that we 

will soon come to shore” especially in these times “as we continue to sail 
in the same boat across the stormy sea of the pandemic.”

Concluding, the Holy Father held up the example of Blessed Charles de 
Foucauld to the elderly, explaining that the story of his life “shows how it is 
possible, even in the solitude of one’s own desert, to

intercede for the poor of the whole world and to become, in truth, a universal

brother or sister.” He, therefore, asked the Lord that through his example, “all

of us may open our hearts in sensitivity to the sufferings of the poor and 
intercede for their needs.”

“May each of us learn to repeat to all, and especially to the young, the words 
of consolation we have heard spoken to us today: ‘I am with you always!’ Keep 
moving forward! May the Lord grant you his blessing,” the Pope said.

Many of our Grandparents and elderly have suffered greatly during the 
pandemic due to being isolated from family. Grandparents and the elderly are 
needed now more than ever not just as teachers of the faith but as foundations 
of wisdom and common sense, qualities which our world needs these days.

Today is a day of joy and hope for all of us in celebrating and giving thanks for 
our grandparents and the elderly.  Pope Francis has also granted a plenary 
indulgence to grandparents, the elderly, and all those who participate in a 
solemn celebration of this day as well as to those who spend time 
(actually or virtually) with an elderly brother or sister in need on this day. 

Holy Water: will be blessed at all Masses this weekend. Please bring your 
own filled bottles.

Remembering the Deceased: Please pray for those on the parish list of the  
dead, for deceased benefactors of the parish, & those who have died recently; 
Theresa McCullough, Monasterboice; Gerard Smith, Drogheda; Joe Ginty, 
Bonniconlon, Co. Mayo; Marie Clarke, Castletown; If a family member outside 
the parish has died, let us know to include them in prayer.    

Other Liturgies & Sacraments: Baptisms are still taking place, but with 
caution regarding numbers, & providing all attending observe social distancing, 
hand hygiene & wear masks. Pls contact the office/Fr. Paddy. For Funerals 
only 50 mourners are permittred in Church for the Funeral Mass, and no 
gathering of mourners outside on Church grounds; For Wedddings, only 50 
guests in the Church for the Mass/Ceremony. Confessions are available after 
any Mass, and upon request.


Finance: Your donations in last week IN CHURCH have 
amounted to €800.  Thank you also to the many who have 
transferred their donations to ONLINE banking, amounting to 
approx €500 per week. The parish details for online donations; 
BIC: AIBKIE2D and IBAN: IE68 AIBK 9320 9421 7710 85; use 
your Envelope#/Surname as reference. Or via www.armagharchdiocese.org


Parish Office Hours: The parish office is closed to the public but on Tuesdays 
from 2.30pm - 5.30pm, Ann McEvoy (087 648 6809) will be able to take phone 
calls, and answer emails about parish business, eg certificates, bookings, etc.


St. Josephs Young Priests Society: exists to help students on their journey to 
priesthood. It fosters vocations to the priesthood & religious life. It assists 
students for the priesthood financially & by prayer. It promotes the vocation of 
the laity and fosters a greater understanding & love of the Eucharist and Holy 
Mass. To support this woprthy organisation, with it’s beginnings by Galway 
born Olivia Mary Taaffe who in 1867 married John Taaffe and lived in Co. 
Louth. please feel free to leave an envelope FAO St. Josephs Young Priests 
Society in the weekly collection basket.  They produce a monthly newsletter 
called The Sheaf.  We had a very active local group here, and we still say the 
prayer for Vocations at each Mass. www.stjosephsyoungpriestssociety.ie


Online Ministry: We are currently experiencing some issues with our 
Facebook Broadcasts. Please be patient as we work to find a solution.  We

NB ALL Masses cann be accessed via www.churchservices.tv/monasterboice 
Day\Mass    Intention

Saturday 24th July @ 6.30pm (Tenure)                Kevin Somers (rec. Dec’d)
Sunday 25th July @ 9.45am (F/Town)                   Jim Robinson (Av.)

Sunday 25th July @ 11.15am (Tenure)                Pro Populo (For the People)
Tuesday 27th July @ 9.30am (Tenure)                                -

Wed. 28th July @ 9.30am (F/Town)                   Maureen Harty (Av.)
Friday 30th July @ 8pm (Tenure)                      Marie Clarke MM

Saturday 31st July @ 6.30pm (Tenure)                  Sean & Anna Berrill (Av.)
Sunday 1st August @ 9.45am (F/Town)                   Eamon Briscoe (Av.)

Sunday 1st August @ 11.15am (Tenure)         Thomas, Annie & Joan McDonnell (Av.)

     Ben & Margaret Holcroft (Av.)
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