with you always”. He says this to you, and he says it to me. That is the
meaning of this Day, which I wanted to celebrate for the first time in this
particular year, as a long period of isolation ends and social life slowly
resumes. May every grandfather, every grandmother, every older person,
especially those among us who are most alone, receive the visit of an angel!
At times those angels will have the face of our grandchildren, at others, the
face of family members, lifelong friends or those we have come to know during
these trying times, when we have learned how important hugs & visits are for
each of us. How sad that in some places these are still not possible!
The Lord, however, also sends us messengers through his words, which are
always at hand. Let us try to read a page of the Gospel every day, to pray with
the psalms, to read the prophets! We will be comforted by the Lord's
faithfulness. The Scriptures will also help us to understand what the Lord is
asking of our lives today. For at every hour of the day (cf. Mt 20:1-16) and in
every season of life, he continues to send labourers into his vineyard. I was
called to become the Bishop of Rome when I had reached, so to speak,
retirement age and thought I would not be doing anything new. The Lord is
always – always – close to us. He is close to us with new possibilities, new
ideas, new consolations, but always close to us. You know that the Lord is
eternal; he never, ever goes into retirement.
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles, “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you” (28:19-20). These words are also addressed to us today.
They help us better understand that our vocation is to preserve our roots, to
pass on the faith to the young, and to care for the little ones. Think about it:
what is our vocation today, at our age? To preserve our roots, to pass on the
faith to the young and to care for the little ones. Never forget this.
PRAYER: I thank You, Lord, for the comfort of Your presence: even in times of
loneliness, You are my hope and my confidence, You have been my rock and
my fortress since my youth! I thank You for having given me a family and for
having blessed me with a long life.
I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty, for the dreams that have already
come true in my life and for those that are still ahead of me. I thank You for this
time of renewed fruitfulness to which You call me. Increase, O Lord, my faith,
make me a channel of your peace, teach me to embrace those who suffer more
than me, to never stop dreaming & tell of your wonders to new generations.
Protect & guide Pope Francis and the Church, that the light of the Gospel
might reach the ends of the earth. Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world,
that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed, the poor consoled & wars ended.

Sustain me in weakness & help me to live life fully in each moment that you
give me, in the certainty that you’re with me, until the end of the age. Amen.
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monasterboiceparish2018@gmail.com
Web: www.monasterboiceparish.com & We are also on Facebook & Twitter
*********************************************************************
Pastoral Area: Along with Termonfechin (Fr Paul Byrne 98 22121),
Clogherhead (Fr Martin McVeigh 98 22224), & Togher (Monsignor Jim Carroll 98
89335), our Parish is part of the St. Colmcille’s Pastoral Area.
Parish Office Hours: The parish office is closed to the public but on Tuesdays
from 2.30pm - 5.30pm, Ann McEvoy (087 648 6809) will be able to take phone
calls, and answer emails about parish business, eg certificates, bookings, etc.
Other Liturgies & Sacraments: Baptisms are still taking place, but with
caution regarding numbers, & providing all attending observe social distancing,
hand hygiene & wear masks. Pls contact the office/Fr. Paddy. For Funerals
only 50 mourners are permittred in Church for the Funeral Mass, and no
gathering of mourners outside on Church grounds; For Wedddings, only 50
guests in the Church for the Mass/Ceremony. Confessions are available after
any Mass, and upon request.
Finance: Your donations in last week IN CHURCH have
amounted to €780. Thank you also to the many who have
transferred their donations to ONLINE banking, amounting to
approx €500 per week. The parish details for online donations;
BIC: AIBKIE2D and IBAN: IE68 AIBK 9320 9421 7710 85; use

your Envelope#/Surname as reference. Or via www.armagharchdiocese.org

St. Josephs Young Priests Society: exists to help students on their journey to
priesthood. It fosters vocations to the priesthood & religious life. It assists
students for the priesthood financially & by prayer. It promotes the vocation of
the laity and fosters a greater understanding & love of the Eucharist and Holy
Mass. To support this woprthy organisation, with it’s beginnings by Galway
born Olivia Mary Taaffe who in 1867 married John Taaffe and lived in Co.
Louth. please feel free to leave an envelope FAO St. Josephs Young Priests
Society in the weekly collection basket. They produce a monthly newsletter
called The Sheaf. We had a very active local group here, and we still say the
prayer for Vocations at each Mass. www.stjosephsyoungpriestssociety.ie

Online Ministry: We are currently experiencing some issues with our
Facebook Broadcasts. Please be patient as we work to find a solution. We
will let you know when we are back broadcasting.
Get well: Knowing that someone really cares helps healing along its way, so
we hope all our Parishioners who are sick or housebound feel better and keep
improving, day by day. We keep you in our thoughts and prayers.
Pope’s Intentions for the month of July: Social Friendship; We pray that, in
social, economic and political situations of conflict, we may be courageous
and passionate architects of dialogue and friendship.
Used Stamps: Fr. Paddy sends these to charities, & they are used to raise
much needed funds. If you have any, please drop them to the parochial house,
or the Church Sacristy at any time.
The Reek Sunday Pilgrimage on Croagh Patrick: which was
cancelled last year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, will be going
ahead this year albeit in a much extended format from Wednesday
to Saturday, 1- 31 July. Pilgrims are asked to plan their climb well
in advance, and to choose a weekday when Croagh Patrick is quieter. Scan
this image with your smartphone for more information.
Also Invitation to one of Our Lady's Pilgrim Days (Medjugorje Style) on the
2nd Tuesday of each month and the last Saturday of each month from
11am-6pm at the Oasis of Peace Centre, Mellifont Abbey, Collon, Co Louth.
(Cost Free) Strictly by booking at Apostles of Love Ireland See also
www.apostlesoflove.ie for information about further events.
Theology of the Arts. Does the Church Need Art?: One-week online summer
school. Six lectures will examine current theological debate on beauty and the
arts, and consider some of the challenges posed by a contemporary culture of
image and sound to the Church’s traditional understanding of the function of
sacred art. Led by Michael Dunleavy OP from 8-13 August and again from the
22-27 August. Register for just €50 at www.prioryinstitute.com
Age Action operates a busy information service on older people's issues and
services throughout Ireland. Trained information officers provide information or
referrals to the appropriate organisations. The information service is open from
9:30am-1:30pm & 2.30pm - 4pm Mon-Fri. (01)4756989 helpline@ageaction.ie
Readings for 25th July (Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Reading I: 2 Kings 4:42-44
Reading II: Ephesians 4:1-6
Responsorial Psalm: 145:10-11, 15-16, 17-18
Gospel: John 6:1-15
Mullary Cemetery Draw: Winning #34 - Mary Maguire; The Brady Family.
Remembering the Deceased: Please pray for those on the parish list of the

NB ALL Masses cann be accessed via www.churchservices.tv/monasterboice
Day\Mass
Intention
Saturday 17th July @ 6.30pm (Tenure)
Elizabeth & Kevin Molloy Av.
Robert Grennan (5th Av.)
Sunday 18th July @ 9.45am (F/Town)
(Tenure)
Gerry Hyland (3rd Av.)
Sunday 18th July @ 11.15am
Tuesday 20th July @ 9.30am (Tenure)
Wed. 21st July @ 9.30am
(F/Town)
Pro Populo (For the People)
Friday 23rd July @ 8pm
(Tenure)
Saturday 24th July @ 6.30pm (Tenure)
Kevin Somers
Jim Robinson (Av.)
Sunday 25th July @ 9.45am (F/Town)
Sunday 25th July @ 11.15am (Tenure)

dead, for deceased benefactors of the parish, & those who have died recently;
Gerard Smith, Drogheda; Joe Ginty, Bonniconlon, Co. Mayo; Marie Clarke,
Castletown; Kitty Corrigan, Collon; Paddy Gregory, Drogheda; Betty Brennan,
Ardee; Connall Magee, Kilean, Newry; If a family member outside the parish
has died, let us know to include them in prayer.
Meditation: Last week, Fr. Paddy led the Sunday congregations in a little
‘guided meditation’ as a way of deepening our personal prayer; Here’s some
links to meditations which you might find useful; 1. Hallow Or Abide (App &
YouTube or Alexa) 2. Fr. Larry Young (YouTube) 3. Meeting Jesus - a guided
Meditation www.smp.org/resourcecenter/resource/9759/ 4. Pray As You Go
www.pray-as-you-go.org 5. Ignatian Meditations
www.ignatianresources.com/audio-meditations/
Hopefully you will find something that you like and enjoy, and which helps you
draw closer to God. If you do, dont forget to let Fr. paddy (& others) know.
The annual Pioneer Pilgrimage to Knock will be broadcast via
www.knockshrine.ie on Sunday 18 July from 2:30pm. While the usual format of
the Knock pilgrimage has been reduced due to pandemic restrictions, many
will join in prayer to invoke the help of Venerable Matt Talbot Petitions for the
day can be sent by email to prayer@pioneers.ie.
Holy Water: will be blessed at all Masses next weekend.
Please bring your own filled bottles.
This ‘first’ World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly
is being celebrated on Sunday 25th July, midway
through the year dedicated to family by the Holy Father,
on the fifth anniversary of the apostolic exhortation
Amoris Laetitia.
Pope Francis’ Message to grandparents cont...
Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pandemic, the Lord
continues to send angels to console our loneliness and to remind us: “I am

