
week, but the discussions were very frutful. It was agreed that we will hold 
another meeting in three months time, and in the meantime try to continue to 
encourage and support people in getting to know their faith.


Tarsus Scripture School for Pentecost 2021: 3 pre-recorded lectures on the 
readings for the feast. Free registration for all Babel to Jerusalem and beyond: 
Acts 2:1-11 (Jessie Rogers) There is a variety of gifts but always the same 
Spirit: 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 (Kieran J. O’Mahony) Breathing new life: 
John 20:19-23 (Sean Goan) Meditation Webinar Online on Sunday 23rd May 
7:30pmFor more information please visit https://www.tarsusscriptureschool.ie/


Candidates for Holy Orders: Archbishop Martin asked us to pass on this 
message “I wish to remind you that two of our seminarians, Colm Hagan from 
Portadown and Stephen Wilson from Coalisland will be ordained to the 
Diaconate in St Patrick’s Cathedral this Sunday, Ascension Day, 16 May at 
3.00pm”.  Please remember Colm and Stephen in your Masses over the 
weekend as they take this important step on their pathway to priesthood.




Applied Youth Ministry & Facilitation: Accredited Level 7 
Diploma in Spirituality online: runs from September to 
April and is designed with flexibility in mind, enabling the 
student to balance study with work and fami ly 
commitment. www.shekinah.ie for information.


THE PRIORY INSTITUTE: Online Theology Open Day, is 
this for you? The Priory Institute provides online Theology 
courses to degree level. Attend Saturday lectures in 
Tallaght or from the comfort of your own home. Online 
Open Day on 12 June  for more information go to: https://
prioryinstitute.com/events/priory-institute-open-day


SeniorLine: is a service delivered by older volunteers who are trained to 
connect with each caller, to spend time understanding the problems presented 
It is open every day of the year from 10am to 10pm. Freefone 1800 80 45 91 


Accord Catholic Marriage Care Service: is currently recruiting volunteers to 
train as marriage preparation programme facilitators. Contact Aisling on 01 505 
3112 or by email to info@accord.ie . The closing date for receipt of registration 
of interest forms to be included in Selections for this year is Friday May 28th. 
Registration of Interest form and additional information about becoming a 
facilitator are available on www.accord.ie


Readings for next Sunday 23rd May - Pentecost Sunday 
Reading I: Acts 2:1-11         Responsorial Psalm Ps 103:1, 24, 29-31 
Reading II: Galatians 5:16-25           Gospel: . Jn 15:26-27, 16:12-15

Mullary Cemetery Draw: Winning #28 - Dan Malone; Aimee Matthews.


	                    Parish of Monasterboice 
(Mainistir Bhuithe) 

The Ascension of the Lord 
16th May 2021 - Year B 

Parish Priest: Fr. Paddy Rushe; 086 880 7470  
                           monasterboiceparish2018@gmail.com 

Web: www.monasterboiceparish.com & We are also on Facebook & Twitter 

*********************************************************************

Today is our liturgical celebration of the Ascension of 
the Lord: when Jesus was taken to heaven on the fortieth 
day after Easter.

On the Mount of the Ascension, the apostles were told not 
to be looking up to the skies but to look out to the world 
as a field of mission. “Go, therefore, make disciple of all 
the nations. And know that I am with you always; yes, to 
the end of time.”

The Ascension opens up the doors of heaven for us. This 
is beautifully expressed in the Preface for the Feast: “He 
ascended, not to distance himself from our lowly state 
but that we, his members, might be confident of following him where he, 
our Head and Founder, has gone.”

Stephen Hawkins described human life as “chemical scum on an average-
sized planet, orbiting around a very average-sized star, in the outer suburb of 
one of a million galaxies.” 

Chemical scum! No, thank you! Give me our beautiful, meaningful and hope-
filled Christian religion any day. Planets and galaxies suggest a big story but 
religion offers a story even bigger. With St Paul we pray: “May God enlighten 
the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you, 
what rich graces he has promised the saints will inherit, and how infinitely 
great is the power that he has exercised for us believers.” 


Dear Parishioners, welcome back! Fáilte ar Ais.

In line with Government and HSE guidelines, Fr Paddy & the Parish Pastoral 
Council in consultation with the Covid-19 Support Team, we welcome you back 
to public attendance at Mass. The Social distancing, mask wearing, hand 
hygiene & 1-way systems within Church will still be in place, as a reminder you 
may wish to bring a coat, as doors will remain open to allow good ventilation.

The Archbishop reminds the faithful that the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays & Holy Days remains suspended at this time and every person should 
consider carefully if returning to collective worship is the safe and appropriate 
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step for them at this time. We invite participation, where 
possible, by way of live-streaming which will continue for all 
our Masses.  Finally, we extend sincere gratitude to parish 
teams - incl. sacristans, stewards and cleaners - who 
generously ensure that our churches are safe environments

Sunday Devotions: 7pm, on Sunday 16th May, in The Church 
of Our Lady of the Nativity, Fieldstown. There will be May 
Devotions each Sunday in alternating Churches. This week, 
Fieldstown, next week, Tenure, etc.

World Communications Day: Today marks the 55th World Communications 
Day, and the theme for this year is 'Come and See: Communicating by 
encountering people where and as they are'. Pope Francis emphasises the 
importance of meeting people where they are, just as Jesus did with those he 
encountered: 'We need to go and see them for ourselves, to spend time 
with people, to listen to their stories & to confront reality, which always in 
some way surprises us.' He has a particular message for all who use social 
media: 'Thanks to the internet we have the opportunity to report what we 
see, what is taking place before our eyes, and to share it with others. At 
the same time, the risk of misinformation being spread on social media 
has become evident to everyone... All of us are responsible for the 
communications we make, for the information we share, for the control 
that we can exert over fake news by exposing it. All of us are to be 
witnesses of the truth: to go, to see and to share.' Our challenge is to 
communicate by encountering people, where they are and as they are. 'Teach 
us to go out and see, teach us to listen, not to entertain prejudices or 
draw hasty conclusions.'


Other Liturgies & Sacraments: Baptisms are now able to 
take place, but with caution regarding numbers (max. 20/25), & 
providing all attending observe social distancing, hand hygiene 
& wear masks. Pls contact the office/Fr. Paddy. For Funerals 
only 50 mourners are permittred in Church for the Funeral 
Mass, and no gathering of mourners outside on Church 
grounds; For Wedddings, only 50 guests in the Church for the 
Mass/Ceremony.


Pastoral Area: Along with Termonfechin (Fr Paul Byrne 98 
22121), Clogherhead (Fr Martin McVeigh 98 22224), & Togher (Monsignor Jim 
Carroll 98 89335), our Parish is part of the St. Colmcille’s Pastoral Area. The 
1500th anniversary of St. Colmcille, will be marked in our Pastoral Area, 
with a Mass in the Church of St. Colmchille, Togher at 8pm, on 9th June.  
Remembering the Deceased: Please pray for those on the parish list of the 
dead, for deceased benefactors of the parish, & those who have died recently; 

Mary Kinsella, Skerries; Elizabeth Kelly, Ardee; If a family member outside the 
parish has died, let us know, & we can include them in our prayers.

Online Ministry: Night Prayer at 10pm on Sunday nights.  Rosary from the 
Kitchen Table on Tuesday 18th May at 7pm. Fr. Paddy is celebrating the 
Novena to St. Rita on the Parish facebook Page each day at 12.45pm.  For the 
Pastoral Area: visit www.termonfechinparish.ie for Mass daily at 9.30am 
(Sundays @11am & Togher @10am); RTE News Now @ 10.30am.


Finance: Fr. Paddy & The Parish Finance Committee acknowledge those who 
have been contributing. The parish details; BIC: AIBKIE2D and IBAN: IE68 
AIBK 9320 9421 7710 85; use your Envelope#/Surname as reference. Or make via 
www.armagharchdiocese.org Collections will not be taken up at the Offertory. 
Instead parishioners may place envelope/plate offerings in the baskets provided.

A Finance Committee Meeting will be held on Monday 17th May on Zoom. A 
number of projects need to be undertaken in the coming months.


Parish Office Hours: The parish office is closed to the public but on Tuesdays 
from 2.30pm - 5.30pm, Ann McEvoy (087 648 6809) will be able to take phone 
calls, and answer emails about parish business, eg certificates, bookings, etc. 


Ministries in the Church: The parish Readers, Eucharistic Ministers and 
Stewards are always in need of more volunteers. Please consider offering your 
services to the parish. It makes a real difference to the life of the Church - 
especially calling our 18-35yr olds.  Pls contact the parish office.


Ecumenical Bible Week is an exciting and successful venture 
which is now in its eight year and will run from Pentecost 
Sunday (23rd May) to Trinity Sunday (30th May) 2021. It includes 
parish-based events around Dublin and surrounding areas. 
There are 5 free online webinars, registration is required. Please 
visit https://www.bibleweek.ie/


The Shape of Parish: A small number of people attended the Zoom call last 

NB ALL Masses cann be accessed via www.churchservices.tv/monasterboice 
Day\Mass    Intention

Saturday 15th May @ 6.30pm (Tenure)                                 -
Sunday 16th May @ 9.45am (F/Town)                                -
Sunday 16th May @ 11.15am (Tenure)                      Lynne Brennan MM

Tuesday 18th @ 9.30am (Tenure)                       Nicholas Sullivan
Wed. 19th @ 9.30am (F/Town)               Special Intention (Deceased) 4
Friday 21st @ 8pm (Tenure)                       NO Mass tonight

Saturday 22nd May @ 6.30pm (Tenure)                                 -
Sunday 23rd May @ 9.45am (F/Town)                                -

Sunday 23rd May @ 11.15am (Tenure)                                 -
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