
CONSIDER SUPPORTING THE PARISH BY ONLINE DONATIONS VIA YOUR 
BANK; The parish details; BIC: AIBKIE2D and IBAN: IE68 AIBK 9320 9421 
7710 85; Pls give your Envelope#/Surname as reference. Donations also via 
www.armagharchdiocese.org


EVANGELIUM - free online course exploring the Catholic faith: Based on 
the Catechism, the multimedia course covers the Creed, the Sacraments and 
Moral Life. Led by diocesan seminarian Mr Colm Hagan each session takes 
place on Sundays at 7.30 pm. Each module is delivered via Zoom. Register 
your interest by emailing the Parish Office at armaghparishoffice@gmail.com 


Online Advent Calendar: “The seasons of Advent and Christmas occur in the 
depth of winter reminding us that Christ was born to bring hope to a darkened 
world.  As the prophet Isaiah said, ‘the people that wait in darkness see a great 
light’.  During Advent, let us reflect on the eternal message of Christmas, which 
is, Christ is alive and that He is our hope.” Each day in Advent, behind a virtual 
door on our calendar - visit www.catholicbishops.ie, we will offer ideas to 
help spiritually prepare for our Lord’s coming at Christmas, such as thoughtful 
reflections as well as challenges for change and conversion.   

Christms Gifts from Trócaire: As well as supporting people living through 
conflict and natural disasters, Trócaire has launched a special appeal for 
Covid-19 support. You can purchase one of 17 special gifts for families, or else 
make a general donation to the Trócaire Christmas Appeal. Trócaire’s 
Christmas Gifts range allows you to buy goats, chickens, water and many more 
vital items. This year, there is a special Quarantine Care Kit Gift. By buying this 
gift you are providing vital daily care to families who have to isolate due to 
Covid-19. Please visit trocaire.org


White Ribbon Sunday 29th November: Women’s Aid invites you to take part 
in White Ribbon Sunday to raise awareness about domestic abuse. With 8,000 
incidents of domestic abuse reported to the police across Northern Ireland 
during lockdown, Women’s Aid believe that staying silent on the issue is not an 
option. Fr Eugene O’Hagan of The Priests has recorded a short video about 
White Ribbon Sunday which can be viewed at the following l ink: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ttWSPTdkAk.   

The Hook of Faith: A three session virtual Advent Retreat with Fr. Billy Swan 
(Wexford) Tuesday 1st to Thurs 3rd December 2020 from 8-9pm on zoom. To 
take part, just email: thehookoffaith@gmail.com to receive the zoom link; 
www.thehookoffaith.com; All are Welcome


Mullary Cemetery Draw: Winning #32; Marie Clarke & Teresa Flood.

Please email items for next Bulletin no later than Wednesday,  

and see Church noticeboards for further upcoming events & notices 

Parish of Monasterboice 
(Mainistir Bhuithe) 

1st Sunday of Advent 
29th November 2020 - Year B 

Parish Priest: Fr. Paddy Rushe; 086 880 7470  
monasterboiceparish2018@gmail.com 

Web: www.monasterboiceparish.com & We are also on Facebook & Twitter 

***********************************************************************

HAPPY NEW YEAR! No, you dont need your eyes tested!  
Today marks the beginning of a new Church Year. The 
easiest way to understand the Christian church’s calendar 
is as a sort of ‘live’ immersive theater, designed by 
tradition to reenact the life of Jesus every year from 
Christmas (birth) to Easter (resurrection), with readings 
that revisit stories from the gospels each year during that 
time. 

Advent — adventus — is the part of the calendar that’s all about anticipation. 
In Christian teaching, there are two events being anticipated. Part of the 
observance of Advent, celebrated for the four Sundays before Christmas, is 
reenacting the centuries of anticipation of the birth of Jesus as written about 
by prophets like Isaiah in the Old Testament. 

Many songs traditionally sung during the season have lines recalling this 
waiting period, such as “O Holy Night” (“Long lay the world in sin and error 
pining / ’Til he appeared and the soul felt its worth”). That’s also why the early 
parts of Handel’s Messiah quote the prophet Isaiah before they get to the more 
familiar Christmas parts: The lyrics for “Comfort Ye My People” and “Every 
Valley Shall Be Exalted,” for instance, correspond directly to the readings 
from Isaiah 40 that a person might hear in a church pew during Advent.




But Christian theology also contains a belief that at the end 
of days, Jesus will return to set things right in the world, 
erasing death and suffering — a concept usually called The 
Parousia (Second Coming). So in addition to being about 
the anticipation of Jesus’s birth (the first coming), Advent is 
also set aside as a time of quietness & austerity, meant to 
keep Christians from glossing over the brokenness of the 
world and to encourage them to anticipate the Parousia.

“Joy to the World” — which, in traditional Christian 
practice, should only be sung at the conclusion of Advent 
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— contains a verse summarizing this side of the celebration: “No more let sins 
and sorrows grow / Nor thorns infest the ground / He comes to make His 
blessings flow / Far as the curse is found.”


COVID-19 Update: Our Churches remain open - for solitary prayer - during 
daylight hours; Thanks to Kathleen & Teresa parishioners are able to drop in & 
pause for a moment of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament reserved in the 
Tabernacle.  This time next week, THANKS BE TO GOD, we will be able to 
gather for Mass at the usual times; 6.30pm (Vigil Mass) and 11.15am (Sunday 
Morning), in the Church of the Immaculate Conception, Tenure, and 9.45am 
(Sunday Morning), in the Church of Our Lady of the Nativity, Fieldstown.


Please note: There is a maximum attendance of 50 people in each of two 
‘sections’ for Tenure (i.e 100) for each Mass; and a maximum of 50 in 
Fieldstown; Please do not be offended if you are turned away because the 
Church is at it’s limit. Remember, the ‘Sunday Obligation’ has been removed 
for the time being, so if you can come to Mass during the week, that will help 
facilitate everyone who wants to attend.  The usual safety meausres apply;  


• Please sanitise your hands entering/leaving Church;  
• Please wear a mask at all times inside;  
• Please observe Social distancing & follow the guidance of our stewards;  
• Holy Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass, after which 

please leave promptly, and try not to ‘gather’ outside for a social chat. 


Other Liturgies & Sacraments: For Funerals only 25 mourners atre permittred 
in Church for the Funeral Mass, and no gathering of mourners outside on 
Church grounds;  For Wedddings, again, only 25 guests in the Church for the 
Mass/Ceremony, and there has, as yet, been no guidance issued on Baptisms;  
For those who may wish to arrange a Baptism, please contact Fr. Paddy 
directly.  due to so many being postponed in recent times, Fr. Paddy will do 
everything he can to facilitate Baptisms. 

Novena to St. Buite: From today (29th); At 12.45pm daily on the Parish 
Facebook Page until his Feastday on 7th December. 


We encourage parishioners to connect with us online for Mass on the 
Monasterboice Parish Facebook Page - while attendance is now permitted at 
Church, we will still be broadcasting each week from one of the Parish Masses.  
Next weekend, it will be 9.45am;   

A number of other ‘Online’ services are also taking place; Night Prayer will be 
said at 10pm on Sunday nights via the Parish Facebook Page.  Fr. Paddy will 
lead an online Rosary - on the Monasterboice Parish Facebook page - on 
Wednesday 2nd December at 7pm. For the Pastoral Area: v is i t 
www.termonfechinparish.ie for Mass daily at 9.30am (Sunday @11am); Mass 
is also televised on RTE News Now at 10.30am


Remembering the Deceased: Please pray for those on the parish list of the 
dead. for deceased benefactors of the parish, & those who have died recently, 
including Thomas Durrigan, Stickillen, Ardee; Peggy McCabe, Clones; Do you 
have a family member outside the parish who died? - please let us know to 
include them here.


Parish Office Hours: The parish office is closed to the public but on Tuesdays 
from 2.30pm - 5.30pm, Ann McEvoy (087 648 6809) will be able to take phone 
calls, and answer emails about parish business, eg certificates, bookings, etc.


Prayer Space for Remembering: Thanks for leaving 
your memorial Cards on the prayer space for 
November, please collect these from the tables 
provided bedise the priests’ chair in each Church.

Altar ‘List of the Dead’: If you wish to have your loved 
ones included in the for this year (at least one Mass is 
offered each month for the List of the Dead), please 
pick up an envelope and list for names, from the Church, and drop back, with 
your offering, into either Parochial House Letterbox.  

Pope’s Intention for December: For a Life of Prayer: We pray that our 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a 
life of prayer. 

Act of Spiritual Communion: My Jesus, I believe that you are 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and 
I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 
receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
embrace you as if you were already there & unite myself wholly to 
you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 


Finance: If you have outstanding envelopes that you would like to return, 
please feel free to bring them with you to Masss in the coming weeks. 
Thanks for all your support of the pairsh in these difficult times.  PLEASE

Day\Mass Intention
Saturday 28th 6.30pm 

(from Fieldstown) Broadcast on Parish 
Facebook Page

Tom Kavanagh

Tuesday 1st @9.30am (Tenure) In Thanksgiving’ for coming back to Mass
Wednesday 2nd @ 9.30am (F/town) -

Friday 4th @ 8pm (Tenure) For the ‘List of the Dead’
Saturday 5th @ 6.30pm (Tenure) -
Sunday 6th @ 9.45am (F/town) ‘Pro Populo’ For the People 
Sunday 6th @ 11.15am (Tenure) -


